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REST 552; D) BUCHAREST 554 

1. FOLLOWING RECEIPT REPS C AND D, DEPARTMENT ON PEBRUARY 
10 CONTACTED VROMAN AGAIN AND TOLD HIM OP EMBASSY'S ACTIVE 
INTERVENTION ON HIS BEHALP. VROMAN WAS ALSO INPORMED THAT 
ROMANIAN AUTHORITIES WHILE APPARENTLY GOING AHEAD WITH 
THE "TRIAL," AND AS YET UNWILLING TO DIVULGE CHARGES AGAINST 
HIM, HAD ACKNOWLEDGED THAT CHARGES INVOLVE ALLEGATION OP 
PERENC BAN PASSING TO HIM "STATE SECRETS CONCERNING ROMAN- 
IAN MINING AND MINERAL DEPOSITS," AND THAT AN OLD PASSPORT 
OP VROMAN'S HAD BEEN POUND IN BAN'S POSSESSION. VROMAN 
SAID HE HAD GIVEN OLD PASSPORT (CLEARLY STAMPED "EXPIRED ') 

TO BAN AS A MOMENTO OP THEIR FRIENDSHIP. 

2. VROMAN AGAIN ENERGETICALLY DENIED HAVING DISCUSSED 
MINING OR BAN'S JOB WITH HIM AT ANY TIME DURING THEIR 
RELATIONSHIP, ONLY EXCEPTION HAVING BEEN WHEN BAN OCCASION- 
ALLY COMPLAINED THAT HE WAS KEPT INSUPPICIENTLY BUSY, DIS- 
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LIKED HIS WORK, AND HAD BEEN THREATENED WITH DISMISSAL 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


BECAUSE HE WOULD NOT SHAVE OFE HIS BEARD. ACCORDING TO 
VROMAN, BAN, A STUDENT OE AMERICAN LINGUISTICS, AT MINING 
INSTITUTE WORKED ONLY ON TRANSLATIONS OE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
TECHNICAL JOURNALS INTO ROMANIAN. VROMAN AND BAN DID 

OCCASIONALLYGO "SPELUNKING'' TOGETHER, BUT ACCORDING TO 
VROMAN NEITHER IS QUALIEIED OR INTERESTED IN MINING AS 
SUCH. 

3. ALSO ACCORDING TO VROMAN, THERE IS NOTHING IN HIS OR 

HIS WIFE'S OWN BACKGROUND PRIOR TO LIVING IN ROMANIA WHICH 
SHOULD HAVE EXCITED ROMANIAN SUSPICIONS. HE NEVER SERVED 
IN THE US ARMED EORCES ("I DECLINED SERVICE," HE SAYS). 

HE CAN RECALL NOTHING WHICH TRANSPIRED DURING HIS TWO 
YEARS IN ROMANIA WHICH MIGHT HAVE RELEVANCE EITHER. ON 
ONE OCCASION, HE RELATED, A CLEANING WOMAN CONEIDED TO 
HIM THAT SHE HAD BEEN REQUIRED BY THE POLICE TO OPEN HIS 
APARTMENT SO IT COULD BE SEARCHED "FOR DRUGS," BUT HE HAD 
ATTACHED LITTLE IMPORTANCE TO THE INCIDENT AT THE TIME. 

4. VROMAN DESCRIBES BAN, A HUNGARIAN JEW, AS "NOT ENCHANT- 
ED WITH THE PRESENT ROMANIAN REGIME BUT ANYTHING BUT A 
POLITICAL ACTIVIST." BAN REPORTEDLY NEVER ASKED VROMAN'S 
HELP IN GETTING OUT OE ROMANIA NOR DID VROMAN VOLUNTEER 
ANY ASSISTANCE. 

5. VROMAN OBSERVED THAT TRANSEER OE HIS VEHICLE TO BAN'S 
BROTHER (DESCRIBED IN VROMAN-GILBERT LETTER OE JANUARY 17, 
1974) IS ONLY TRANSACTION OF NOTE EVEN REMOTELY RELATED 
TO BAN, EXCEPT EOR TRANSLATING/TYPING OP MRS. VROMAN'S 
MANUSCRIPT ABOUT WHICH CAO GILBERT IS AWARE. 

6. AT VROMAN'S SUGGESTION, DEPARTMENT ON PEBRUARY 10 ALSO 
CONTACTED PROPESSOR CHARLES CARLTON, NOW AT UNIVERSITY OP 
ROCHESTER. CARLTON HAD KNOWN BAN WHEN PORMER WAS ALSO 
AN EXCHANGE PROPESSOR AT UNIVERSITY OF CLUJ 1971-72, AND 
MET HIM AGAIN SEVERAL TIMES WHEN CARLTON TRAVELED PROM 
MAY THROUGH SEPTEMBER 1974 IN ROMANIA. CARLTON COULD 
THROW NO ADDITIONAL LIGHT ON SITUATION, DESCRIBING BAN 
ONLY AS "SOMEWHAT IMMATURE," A "CLASSIC INNOCENT" WHOSE 
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LONG HAIR AND RELAXED LIFESTYLE OBVIOUSLY ANNOYED THE 
UNIVERSITY OP CLUJ ESTABLISHMENT. 

7. COPY OP VROMAN-DUNLOP LETTER BEING POUCHED, ALONG WITH 
COPY OP LETTER VROMAN WROTE TO EDU OF ROMANIAN EMBASSY 
PEBRUARY 7 REQUESTING ASSISTANCE IN CLARIPYING THE COURT 
SUMMONS. COPY OP SUMMONS ALSO POUCHED. 
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8. VROMAN, DISTRESSED AT IMPLICATIONS EOR BAN, GREATLY 
APPRECIATES EMBASSY ASSISTANCE IN THE CASE. INGERSOLL 
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